Pathologic aspects of fetal death.
The number of autopsies has declined during the past decade; however, repeated studies by pathologists, clinicians, and others have shown its great value in defining disease, quality control, patient and physician education, and providing material for basic research. In recent years financial concerns have added to the decrease in autopsies. Nonetheless, reported studies find perinatal autopsies clinically useful. The authors have attempted to outline an approach to the fetal and neonatal autopsy that minimizes cost and is complete enough to form a basis for making decisions about future pregnancies.